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/Express the following in’ simplest form:\
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Adding/Subtracting Rational Expressions

What do we need in order to add or subtract fractions?

Oormmen clenonwninahs

6x—6y " +4y 50 this one is good to go
X—y X—y

b*h«x"v\ S [ 5X- 10
Xﬂ X -

... but if we don't have common denominators, then we
have to find them first!

! PROCEDURE:
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(**HINT: its always ae same!)
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Examples Continued...
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When is a rational expression in simplest form?
Why can we change numerators and denominators through
multiplication but not through addition?

Homework: p. 56 #17-20

Developing Skills

In 3-20, perform the indicated additions or subtractions and write the result in simplest form. In
each case, list any values of the variables for which the fractions are not defined.
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